
Fort Custer—swimming, hiking, fishing, mountain biking.
There’s nothing overly remarkable about Fort Custer other than it could be a good stop on your way 
from the East to the West side. It’s a wooded campground, the sites generally spacious, & private. We 
like it because there’s a great mountain bike trail right off the campground. The first mile can be made 
into a loop & is very beginner & kid friendly. Our kids love riding it. There’s also an inland lake for boat-
ing & swimming, it’s a short drive from the campsites. 15 minutes to shopping & restaurants.

Grand Haven—shopping, beach (crowded), walking, sunset watching.
A “city state park” located right on Lake Michigan. If you like to be around a lot of people, shopping, and 
restaraunts, this may be a good choice for you as everything is within walking distance and connected 
by a boardwalk. Campsites are small, very close together, & in a parking lot (on the beach). Can (and 
probably will) be loud at night. Downtown has quaint shops, restaurants, & even a trolly service. Very 
difficult to get into, beach will be crowded.

Hoffmaster—swimming, beach, hiking, playground, close to shopping & restaurants.
Large, wooded park on Lake Michigan—however the beach will be a short hike from the campground 
(1/4-1 mile depending on your site). Nice playground and sites available on a creek (I recommend try-
ing to get one of those—kids love playing in it). It can be busy & feel crowded, but there are plenty of 
hiking trails and beach for everyone. It’s also a 15 minute drive from Grand Haven (which I recommend 
visiting if you’re in the area) and to Muskegon. 15 or more minutes to shopping & restaurants.

Muskegon State Park—beach, swimming, watching sunsets, hikes, a unique experience, & breweries nearby.
One of our favorite campgrounds (and also down the road from us so we might be biased). A smaller, 
less-known gem of a campground on Lake Michigan. Beaches will be less crowded and cleaner. 12+ 
miles of hiking trails. If you stay at the Lake MI loop, the beach is a short walk from your site (1/4 mile 
or less), dunes for the kids to play on, an ice cream parlor adjacent, and a summer luge (has 1 of 3 
public luge runs in the US). The Channel Campground tends to be more crowded and sandy, and you’ll 
probably want to drive to the beach as it is a ways away. However, you’ll get a front-row view of big 
ships coming into harbor. Downtown Muskegon features an awesome Farmer’s Market, nationally ac-
claimed breweries & restaurants, and a historic theater. 15 minutes to shopping & restaurants.
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Ludington—swimming, hiking, kayaking, fishing, beach, sunset watching, ranger programs.
Ludington is a great park . . . if you can get in. It’s one of the largest SP’s in MI and is nestled between Lake 
Michigan and Hamlin Lake. Kayak and canoe rentals are available on site, as well as tubes to float down 
the river between the two lakes. There are lots of trails to explore, including one that takes you over small 
islands. The State Park is at least 15-min from town, but Ludington has some great little shops and restau-
rants, including the beloved House of Flavors.

Interlochen—beach, swimming, kayaking.
I’m not as familiar with this park, although we have camped there. I remember it being very hot. There’s 
an inland lake with a beach for swimming and only a small, 1-mile loop for hiking. It’s centrally located 
to some of Michigan’s favorite destinations, but it’s still going to be a 30+ minute drive to Traverse City or 
Sleeping Bear Dunes. If you want to hit both of those places, this could be a good stop for you. Bud’s, down 
the road, is a must-stop café.

Traverse City SP—swimming, beach, close to shopping & restaurants.
Another “City Park,” this one is right off the main road. Wooded sites close to the beach, which is across the 
street & accessible by a pedestrian bridge. A main feature for us is the bike path that goes behind the park 
and right into town. Next store is Pirate’s Cove mini-golf & go-carts. Downtown is a 10-minute drive. 

Hartwick Pines—hiking, boating, playground, logger’s museum. Pull-through sites & full hook-ups.
This inland state park has a lot to offer. The camp loop is small, but immaculate with a great playground for 
kids. Hiking trails and lake are a drive away, but within the park. There’s a great handi-cap accessible loop 
through old-growth pines and through a Logger’s Museum that includes a functioning wood mill. 

Leelenau—beach, swimming, watching sunsets, hiking, kayaking, art galleries.
At the very tip of Leelenau Penninsula, this secluded, rustic campground is a serene experience. The stars 
shine bright and the water is crystal clear. Limited hiking as much of the property surrounding is privately 
owned. Althought it’s a short drive (10+ miles), the small towns in the Peninsula are a must-see if in the 
area, especially Fishtown in Leland. Art Galleries & restaurants. 

Wilderness—beach, swimming, watching sunsets, hiking, kayaking.
Has a limited number of campsites RIGHT ON LAKE MICHIGAN (get one if you can!). Lots of hiking and trails 
for bikes. Views of the Mackinac Bridge. 
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Tahquamenon Falls—waterfalls, hiking, brewery, gift shop, restaurant.
Large state park, be prepared for crowds and having to drive from destination to destination. Paved path 
with views of river & waterfalls. Boat rentals available to get a closer view & access an island hike ($20/
boat). It is considered a must-stop in Northern Michigan. The falls are beautiful and we did some awe-
some hikes off the beaten path. The beer at the brewery was so-so.

Van Riper
We only stayed here for one night on our way to Copper Harbor, so I can’t give a thorough review. How-
ever, we all want to go back. It’s on a lake and river with boating and fishing. We did a scenic, remote hike 
just north of the campground in a region populated by moose. Although we didn’t see any, it’s the best 
place in Michigan to catch a glimpse the elusive creature. If you like hiking and want to see a moose, go 
here.

Porcupine Mountain—swimming, hiking, beach, canoing, sunset watching, ranger programs.
The campground is small, but the park is huge. It’s right on Lake Superior, although a strip of trees limits 
view of the lake from the campground. Rocky shoreline that’s fun to explore. Canoe rentals and camp 
store on site. Lots of acres for hiking and exploring Michigan’s mountains. Watch out for black flies in the 
summer, they can be awful. We rented canoes and paddled along the shoreline—a true wilderness area.

Fort Wilkinson—hiking, boating, fishing, mountain biking, collecting rocks, walking-distance to town, historical 
site, camp store. 
On the tip of the Keewenaw Peninsula, Fort Wilkinson is settled between Lake Fannyhoee and Lake 
Superior in the small town of Copper Harbor. Isolated on the peninsula, it is a true getaway. Lots of trails 
for ORVs, 4-wheelers, and internationally ranked mountain bike trail system. If Lake Michigan is the Gem 
of the Great Lakes, Superior is the diamond and Copper Harbor is the uncut stone. Rugged and beautiful. 
Beaches are rocky and the perfect place to search for Agates. Paddle from your campsite on lake Fan-
nyhoee. Hike to a light house, visit Historic Fort Wilkinson, and stop at the well-stocked camp store for 
amazing ice cream. Drive up to the top of Brockway Mountain for stunning views. A 1-mile multi-use path 
connects the state park to the small town with Art Galleries, greasy-spoon restaurants, Grandpa’s Book 
Barn, and Brickside Brewery. Keewenaw Adventure Co in downtown Copper Harbor (impossible to miss) 
has bike and kayak rentals, and leads tours and short trips. There is no cell service in Copper Harbor, but 
the camp store does have wifi. 
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